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Poetry. African & African American Studies, Women's Studies. LGBT Studies. THE HILARY THAM

CAPITAL COLLECTION. Cheryl Clarke's long-awaited fifth poetry collection travels the political and

spiritual trails of her many commitments to social justice, to women of color, to the LGBTQ

community, and to the rage, love, and song that live in each reader. Says Nikky Finney, "Cheryl has

stayed the firebrand course, all while inventing new and wondrous paths." 2016 Judge Kimiko Hahn

adds, "Whether the tone is wily or grieving, wise or wise-ass, the reader is drawn closer by the page

and into a world that may be Black, Lesbian, middle-aged, sister of a deceased Sgt. J. L. Winters,

daughter of the Block Elder but is certainly a threshold for all."
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Cheryl Clarke is a black lesbian feminist poet and facilitator of things black, queer, and feminist. She

is the author of five books of poetry: BY MY PRECISE HAIRCUT (The Word Works, 2016),

Narratives: Poems in the Tradition of Black Women (Kitchen Table/Women of Color, 1983), LIVING

AS A LESBIAN (A Midsummer Night's Press, 2014), Humid Pitch (Firebrand Books, 1989), and

Experimental Love (Firebrand Books, 1993), and of the critical study After Mecca: Women Poets

and the Black Arts Movement (Rutgers Press, 2005). Her collected work, The Days of Good Looks:

Prose and Poetry 1980-2005 was published in 2006 by Carroll and Graf. She received the David

Kessler Award in 2013 from the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies for her service to LGBTQ

communities. After 41 years in the administration of Rutgers University, she is now co-organizer of



the Festival of Women Writers in Hobart, NY.

Cheryl Clarke has been one of my favorite poets since I was in college. I still love her and still can't

get enough. I hope she continues to publish.
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